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thought he had beaten wily old Ferdinand, himself
was beaten by poison. The death of her mother
not only threw Katharine into natural grief for her
loss, which truly was a great one ; for, at least,
Isabel deeply loved her youngest child, whilst
Ferdinand loved nothing but himself and Aragon ;
but it greatly altered for the worse her position in
England. Philip of Austria and his father the
Emperor had begun to play false to Ferdinand
long before the Queen's death ; and now that the
crown of Castile had fallen to poor weak Juana,
and a struggle was seen to be impending for the
regency, Henry VII. found,himself as usual courted
by both sides in the dispute. The widowed Arch-
duchess Margaret, who had married as a first
husband Ferdinand's heir, was offered to Henry
as a bride by Philip and Maximilian and a close
alliance between them proposed ; and Ferdinand,
whilst denouncing his son-in-law's ingratitude, also
bade high for the King of England's countenance.
Henry listened to both parties, but it was clear to
him that he had now more to hope for from Philip
and Maximilian, who were friendly with France,
than from Ferdinand ; and the unfortunate Katharine
was again reduced to the utmost neglect and
penury, unable to buy food for her own table,
except by pawning her jewels.
In the ensuing intrigues Dona Elvira Manuel
was on the side of the Queen of Castile, as against
her father; and Katharine lost the impartial advice
of her best counsellor, and involved herself in a
very net of trouble. In the summer of 1505 it was
already understood that Philip and Juana on their
way to Spain by sea might possibly trust them-